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Museum Committee

The museum committee will be meeting monthly all year on the second Tuesday of the month at
7:00 p.m. at the Station. The first thing on the agenda each time will be to discuss items that
people would like to bring to the attention of the committee for consideration for the museum
collection. You can bring an item or a picture of the item, and the completed form called
“Prospective Donation”. The forms will be on the check-in table at each meeting and will be
available at the Committee meeting.

The Committee is interested in items that were actually used in Monticello Township and will
follow the guidelines set forth in our Registration Manual. As a Committee, we will take into
consideration many things before deciding to accept an item, such as how to store and display it.
There is limited space for storage and display.

After the Committee reviews a possible donation, the owner of the item will be contacted within
30 days. Ifthe item is accepted, more forms will need to be completed. If not accepted, the
owner will need to pick up the item within 30 days of being contacted. Items may be loaned for
special displays. A very few will be considered for display but not part of the actual museum
collections.

If you want to donate an item and can’t attend the meeting, or have a question, please contact
Cheryn Swanson (913)-441-0739.

fedekk ikt

From Trails to Roads

ﬁé As you travel Monticello Road south of 83™ Street or north of Prairie Star parkway you will
experience a beautiful drive with roundabouts and exits on the east to Black Hoof Park and Lake
Lenexa. It is hard to imagine it as an early trail between Ft. Leavenworth and Ft. Scott.

Monticello Road from 47 to 95® Street
in Monticello Township is virtually the
same location as the early trail that was
surveyed in 1859 to become Territorial
Road No. 5. As one of the early trails,
it crossed the Kaw River almost due
north of the town of Monticello passing
through Monticello and on south
through Olathe.

Trails across Kansas were established long before the 1500°s when the first non-Indian explorers
trekked across the land. Bison and other animals, in their seasonal migration for grass and water,
blazed the earliest trails in Kansas. Indians took advantage of these existing trails, as they were
the easiest paths for foot travel. Then the white man appeared to have followed the same routes,
and finally highways and railroads often followed essentially the same route as the earliest trails.

Bertha Cameron
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