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I am a certified art instructor with thirteen years experience teaching in Kansas public schools. For the last five years days I have been an
educational technology specialist at ESSDACK, which stands for Educational Services and Staff Development Association of Central Kansas.
Each year [ travel to many schools, helping leverage the power of web 2.0 and technology to help prepare learners for the future.

ArtSnacks is a social learning network that I started after experimenting with the delivery of virtual art lessons to public schools for two years. In
our first model all lessons were synchronous or live and we had a full time art teacher. At the end of our research we knew that we could not
afford a full time teacher for so few schools and that if we added enough schools to pay the bills, the quality of the instruction and the personal
relationships with kids would evaporate. It was then that | decided to try a new approach to art instruction by creating a Ning network and
beginning to build a community in which leamers could grow and learn and teach. I created over 135 standards-aligned video art lessons that are
between five and ten minutes long that teachers can use to engage their hands-on learners and members are beginning to contribute their own
lessons in other areas. Leveraging the power of social networks, ArtSnacks allows artists to upload their art work and get feedback from other
members. This gives us the opportunity to mentor kids and bring them along as they take those first nervous steps.

What I didn't expect at the outset were the myriad directions members would grow the network. Writers are sharing their work and supporting
each other in the writer's block group while poets are posting their poems and getting feedback on the verbal pictures they paint. A band teacher
is creating lessons on guitar and steel drum while a music teacher is teaching theory. One school did their school play live in the Art Snacks
Coffee House and has garnered a larger audience of virtual theater goers than they had live for their performance. It is clear to me that the
network will grow and change in accordance with the interests and wishes of it's members and that is as it should be. Web 2.0 is all about
freedom and choices and accessing and creating learning in personal, customized ways. This being said, safety is always a concern in such an
environment and we work hard to maintain a safe, positive virtual space for all ArtSnacks members. If you look around you will notice that we
frame conversations and are overt about asking for positive conversation and appropriate content. It has been my experience that if we ask for
certain behaviors, we often get them and I have been amazed and impressed by the way kids have treated one another here. We have student
mentors who help bring younger kids along and build them up with positive, constructive comments on their work. Our network is a walled
garden where you must be approved to get in and can be banned if you act in a cruel way or post inappropriate or non-rated G content. With
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hundreds of educators, administrators, artists and home school moms and dads participating, I believe that we have created a large enough family
to look after it's self. Any member can report a concern at any time and we have plenty of administrators to keep an eye on the digital playground.
While bad things can still happen as in any "bricks and mortar” school, there is always someone watching and helping even when I am offline.

I believe that it is crucial for educators to play on the digital playground. Our kids are already there and if we want to be helpful and relevant to
them and their futures, we must walk boldly out and join them. It does take a village to mentor kids and those mentors don't have to be adults.
Teaching kids to mentor is a large part of the curriculum here.
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Permalink Reply by Connie Weber on June 16, 2008 at 5:40am
Hi Kevin,
Glad to be part of this village, so glad. Thank you for your vision, creativity, and hard work!
This is a great "overview" page--it was fun to read.
See you here over the summer.... yea! Summertime!
Connie

» Reply to This

m Permalink Reply by MacLoverNK on June 19, 2008 at 7:32pm
Kevin's comin' here?!

> Reply to This

Hi Kevin,

Just wanted to let you know that your site was such an inspiration when I first hit it - that | have gone on to create one for my own lil area
of the globe - it seemed the most manageable way to promote art education. Thanks for all the time you invest to inspire others. K

www.communit.ning.com Just a baby at the mo, but hopefully it will grow to help everyone!

» Reply to This

H Permalink Reply by Rita on August 12, 2008 at 6:11pm

Thank you for giving me, a "digital immigrant," the chance to play around and try to catch up to the skills of many of my students. I get
lost in the layers of the Web 2.0 environment - so | am happy to have this experience as | dabble a bit in the arts!!!
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. Permalink Reply by Bob-RJ Burkhart on June 12, 2009 at 9:50pm
Delete
>>] believe that it is crucial for educators to play on the digital playground. Our kids are already there and if we want to be helpful and
relevant to them and their futures, we must walk boldly out and join them. It does take a village to mentor kids and those mentors don't
have to be adults. Teaching kids to mentor is a large part of the curriculum here.<<

I respect & trust the geoWIZdom of this (MentroshipART of Peace) project-based learning framework!

As a pioneering CyberCrime Fighter since 1985, both my daughters experienced home-based computing. They now share our "lessons
learned" using innovative Place-Based consequential learning environments (PBcle).

After completing my 1992 Mini-Masters in Software Design & Development (MSDD), I began beta-testing Inspiration Software. As a
Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) B-School community faculty member. I began benchmarking Advanced Distributed
Learning networks (ADLnets) with courseware featuring "thinkLets" woven into facilitated thinking environments.

I adapted "thinkLets" (actionable distilled insights) from Computer-Aided Audit Techniques (CAAT) for knowledge management. By
championing learner-led courseware, we also empower INTERdependent Competent Caring Community Connections (i4C)

Here's my i4CQuest-Keyword starter Kit:

[1] Webspiration collaboration "visual thinking" maps Ning.com

[2] Future Thought + Webspiration collaboration "visual thinking" maps Ning.com

Inspiration comes to the web: meet MyWebspiration.com! | Welcome ...

Collaboration is key to any online tool, and Webspiration allows you to collaborate with anyone that ...
easily the most powerful visual thinking tool available on the web, ...

I've always thought that Inspiration was the most significant software for ...

The challenge came when they were to post them to our ning. ...

[3] Comment for: Clif Mims

with concept maps, mind maps and idea webs to expand the ...
www.kidspiration.com/Webspiration...

Added by Bob-RJ Burkhart at 11:06pm on June 9, 2009

Tap creativity, organize ideas and solve problems. Stimulate thinking with concept maps, mind maps and idea webs to expand the
boundaries of what you think and know. Organize information with outlines to deliver plans and reports that communicate clearly.

» Reply to This

Permalink Reply by Bob-RJ Burkhart 34 minutes ago

Delete

Important Dates:
+9-10 February 2009

AIANCCWG Agiile Leaders Final Round Table Wrap-up:
+ Sharing workshop participant highlights

Important People & Relationships:
+ Add participant sign-in sheet contacts

ALL-WinWin Eco-Challenge ... Agile Leadership Discussion Topics:

See Kanzana ADLnet Folder:
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