BLACKMAILING IN POLITICS
DISCOVERIES MZE BY MR, ROOSE-
VELT IN THE WEST.

REPUBLICAN MANAGERS WHO HAVH
LAID THEMSELVES OPEN TO PROSB-~
CUTION—EVEN WOMEN AND INDIANS
ASKED TO CONTRIBOTE—FEBLING
THE SPOILS SYSTEM HAS BRED.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 14.—Good Government,the
olvil sérvice paper of this city, will publiah to-
morrow an artiole on political blackmail in the
West, contalning some of Commissioner Roose-
vell’s dissoverles during & tour of investigation
which the United States Civil S8ervice Commis-
sion had direoted him to make of certain Indian
reservations and Indian schools in South Da-
kota, Nebraska, and Kansas. The commission
promptly tarned ail the papers in these oases
over to the Department of Justice, so that im-
mediate action could be taken in referonce
theoreto. .

Mr. Roosevelt's report was as follows:

“Af the Pine Ridge Agonoy, in South Dakota,
Ifound that the following letter had been re-
ceived Dy the agent, Capt. George Lo Roy
Brown, the letter coming from the Chairman of
the South Dakota Republican Campaign Com-
" mittee:

o ** AUG. 12, 1884.

Ziafor at Pine Ridge.

“ MY DEAR SIR: Will you kindly send moa liasofall
parties at the agency, inoluding all teachors, heip-
ors, &eo. Giveo me a tablusted list showing nsme of
each and salary per year. I am very desirons of a
speedy rerly to this inquiry so i ¢can make up my
asst, 1ist soon and correctly, Very truly yours,

“J. M, GREENE, Chalrman,

‘“Capt. Brown, very properly, made no
answor to this communication, but forwarded it
Immediately to the Civil SBervice Commission,
I wish to call attention in the first place to the
fact that the Chairman of the Republican Com-
mittes, Mr. Greene, Inakes no presense that
these eollections are to be voluntary contriba-
tions. He distinctly uses the word *assess-
ment.” In the next place it is to be noted that
he particularly requires the names of the help-
ers, most of whom are themeselves Indians, and
of the teachers, who are mostly women. In
other words, he makes tho perlectly bald re-
quest to Capt. Brown to commita oriminal
act for <the purpose of assisting him
to blackmall women teachers and Indian
helpers for the bhenefit of a political party. Haad
Capt. Brown acceded to the requaest he would, of
course, have besn guilty of violating the law,
which provides that no Government employe
shall be, directly or indirectly, concerned in go-

ltedting political contributions from any other
Government employe, and to assist in msking
up such an assessment list would, of course,
-have amounted to being at least {mndireotly con-
cerned in making the assessments.

*“ Chairman Greene, therefore, was endesvor-
ing to procure the commission of s criminal aot
by Capt. Brown. Whether he was himself
guilty of n oriminal act I am hardly prepared
to s8ay. The law ought to prohibit outsiders
from soliciting Government employes at all,
but all that it does in this respect is to prohibit
them in the most sweeping terms from solloit-
Ing in any way in & Government buflding. This,
of course, includes solicitation by writing. The
letter sent by Mr. Greene to Capt. Brown was
addressed to him at Pine Ridgo Agenoy. Ido
not know whaother this would be held ag being
addressed to himm In a Government bailding or
no¢, but it seems to me that it would be well to
lay the matter before the Attorney General in
any event.

‘ Furthermore, I found that this Pine Ridge
case was not excepttonal, At every reservation
and Government aschool which I visited in
South Dakota letters similar to the above,
althongh varying in detnlls; had been received,
showing thst the Republican State Committee
was engaged in a resolute evffort to assess all the
governmental employes underdifferent agencies
and in the differemt schools. In all the other
places, however, the agents and school Buperin-
tendents whom I guestioned informed me that
they had lost or inislaid the letters seng them
by the commlttes, although on being cross-ex-
amined they all admitted, with more or less ro-
luctance, having received them.

** The agont at the Cheyenne River Reserva-
tion told me he had received such a leotter
requesating a contribution of 2 por cent. on the
salary of himself and his suhbordinataes, bus that
he had handed it to his son and pald no further
attention 10 it. Here [ summoned all the teach-
ers and other employes together and informed
them that thoy need not pay one cent, ard that
it they were solicited by any one or sthreatened
with molestation for mot contribnting, I would
be grateful to them for promptly communicat-
ing with the commission, and that I thought the
commission could gusrantee that they would
be protected, for the Interior Department
would certainly see that they recelved no
harm. The agent informed me that he had re-
ceived such a letter, bus that the writer had
ovidently Jlearned beforehand the names and
salarles of all hia employes, for it contained a
regular list of them, with the amount that was
expeoted from each, varying from $100, in the
case of the agent, 1o $10 in the case of the lower-
grade teachera. He told me that he had pald no
attention to this letter, and, as av Cheyenne
River, I called together the employes and in-
formed them that they need not contribute s
cent unless they wished, and that they could
contribute to whichever party they ohose.

“The S8uperintendent of the Indian 8ochool at
Pierre told me he had reoelved the same kind ot
a letter, addressed to him at this Indian school
at Pierre. He said he 4did nost have the letter at
hand, but that It requested, ag well as he reo-
membered, a subsoription of 2 per cent. from
himself and those under him. I told him and
the only one of his teachers that I saw that

they need ({my no heed to the letter, and that
they would not be molested for ralling to con-
tribute, to whioch he answered that he hoped

that this was true, but that he feared. and he
Enew many other Government employes feared,
that if they did not contribute the local poll-
ticlans would remember 1t agalnst them, would
tramp up charges to their diescredit, and have
them removed on the firat ocoasion, not osten-
sibly for failure to contribute, of courae, but be-
cause of some other alleged misdeed.

*« Jt is due to the Superintendent of this
gohool to say he struok me as being a very able
and conscientious man, devoted to the welfare
of his pupiis; and undoubtedly the sentiments
he oxpressed obtain very largely among the
employes who Teceive such blackmailing letters
as this of Chalrman Greene, and who do feel
goeroced into contributing beocause they fear
that, even though the ocontributions are not
asked for by their superior otlicers, yot shese
superior officers will themselves be influenced
more or lesg by the membera standing bigh in
thelr own party who do make the requests for
contributions.

*In this case of the Government school at
Ploerre I think the solicitation was elearly ille-
gal, as the letter was, without doubt, addressed
to a Government bullding. 1 had no facilities
for carrying on the investigation there mysélf,
not being able to put witnesses under oath; but
I had no doubt that an investigation by the Law
Department of the Government would produoce
fa.cga sufficlent to warrant a prosecution, at
least in this case.

*Tn Nebraska I found muoch less evidence of
solicitation than in South Dakota. At the
Banted Agenocy, whoere many of the Indians are
voters, compliaints were made to me that under
the last Administrationefforts had been made by
Government employes to coerce the Indians
into voting the Democratie ticket, precisely as
I found thatin North Dakota political assess-
ments had been oollected among the agencles
by the Democrata prior to the last Presidential
campuign. At the Winnebago and Omaha
Ageonocies no attempt had been made to oolleot
assessments during tho past {wo or three years,
as far as I could find out. On the Santee Reser-
vation the agent had been solicited for 8100 by
the Republican Campaign Committee a year or
two ago, but no solicitation has been made this
yvear. In all these oases it would be useless to
attempt to take action or what happened prior
to the proesent year, owing to the gréat difficulty
of getting any testimony save that of the per-
sons involved.

»In Kansas I visited only the Government
Indian non-resetvasion boarding sshool known
ns Haskell Institute, under the charge of Buper-
intendent Charles I. Meserve. Here I found
that there had been a resolute effort on behalf
of the Republican Committee of the Segond
Congressional District to assess the BSupeérin-
tendent and those under him, the attempt being
mado by R. B. S8tevenson, the Secretary of the
Republican Executive Committee for the Sec-
ond Congressional Distriot; and it appears to
me that Mr. Stevenson has olearl¥ aid him-
self open to prosecution for violating the
law. *~ * * It appesars, for instance, that
Mr. Charles W. Grant, thé assistant olerk,
received & letter from ‘his Mr. Stovenson, the
Scoretary of the Republican Committes of the
Sacond Congrassional Distrioct, addressed to him
at Haskell Institute, solioiting $10 for politieal
purposes, about the 1st of Augustingt; thas Dr.

Oliver I>. Walker, the physician at Haskell In-
stitute, received the same kKind of lattar, aim-

ilarly addressed, raquesting $15; that the letter
sent to Mr. Jowetlt requested $7, the request
being couched as follows:

«“+The Congrossional Committce has dircoted that
you be asked to contribute for campaign parposes
in this district. Those oococopying positions similar
to the ome you do are giving $7. You may send
your contribution to the Treasurer of the committeo,
Mr. W. H. Haskell, 522 Minnesofa Avenue, Kansas
City, Kaun., who will make duae ontry theredar anad
receipt to yon for same. An early response will be
highly appreciated by the committee.’

*“*Mr. Poairs was asked to contribute on the
same ground, that persons oocupying positions
similar to the one he did were giving that
amount. Mr. Meserve was asked to contribuie
$40, similar réessons being given for specifying
this aum. Mr. Meserve and tho other gentlemen
named wers naturally not very anxions to tes-
tify in the matter, as to 4o 8o woulil very_ prob-
ably soriously einBroi_l thém with the lodal poll-
ticians o! influence in the dominant party, but

.

i

—

they did testify with honorable franknoss as
goon 848 I requested them to do so in my oflloial
oapacity. |

“In response to my question as to what ac-
tion Mr, Meserve had taken in referemco to the
request, he informed me that on tinding that
his employes had recelved such letters ho hoti-
fied them that the tenure by which they held
their offices at Haskell Institute would bo
nelther weakened nor strengthoned by roplying
to the request or by failing to reply.

“If all the gentlemen ocoupying positions
similar to Mr. Meserve would take such action
a8 he took when theirsubordinates ate solicited
for political contrivutions, the work of thias
commiassion in trying to proteot Government
employes from blackmall wonld be very mate-
riaﬁy lightened. :

“ It seemus to me that the papers in this caso
should be transmilted to the Attorney General
for such sotlon as he may deem wise, nnd X Bo
recommend, for it would seppear that Mr.
Stevenson has certainly laid bimself open to
proseocution.”

Mr. Roosevelt hero states that he caused to bo
printed, In papers of wide cirotilation in the
three Btatos visited, a notice containing an ac-
counst of the attemnpts At blaokinail discovered
by him and assuring Governmentemployes that
tioy need not contributle to auny political parly
unless théy wish so to do.

Another report is given by Good Government,
bearing on the sasme subjeot, but covoring only
a single case, which was handed in Mr.,
Roosévelt Qot. 3, and the papers tiransmitted ot
ongce to the Attorncy Genersl and the Postmas-
ter General, as suggested. It runs as follows:

‘» Tn nocordance with thedireotion of the com-
migsion I stopped at 8t. Joseph, Mo., to invosti-
gate the cherges of political assessment in the
Post Otilice at that olty made to us in the letters
of James 'T. Beach, written oo Deso. 26 and May
31 1aat. On arrival I found that the Postmastor,
Mr. Charles F. Ernss, under whom the assess-
ments had been 1made, had just died. I could
not get a stenogranpher when I made the Inves-
tigation, but this made comparatively 1litle
differonde, as thoe persdons implicated frankly
confessod the substantial truth of the saoousa-
tion,

“ Mr. Beach seemed to be a rather extraordin-
ary oharaoter, as indeed a glance at his letter of
Dec 26 will show, and he was vary unwilling
that his name should be brou?h; into the aflnir
at all. Moreover, he seomingly had a personal

rudge againss the Assistans Postmaster, Mr.,

rowne, who had done much of the actual col-
leocting of the c¢ontributions, while lie was
equally anxious to protect John Albus, the late
Superintondent of City Delivery, who had done
most of the remsinder of the c¢ollecting, and
begged mo to draw a8 sharp distinetion, which
was not warranted by the testimony presented
to mo, botweon tho cases of thejtwo men, and to
have Browne proseouted and bus left unmo-

lestedl
¢ It appears that in Decemboer last tho Post-
master, Mr. Ernst, informed the Assistant Post-

master, Mr. Browne, and ssvaeral gtheremployes,

that $400 or $500 wore noeded from that otlico
for the legitmate expenses of the National Re-
publican Campalgn Committce, and that he
shonid be glad to have the contributions handed
in either to himself, to Brotwne, or to Albuas.

** Ernst bimselt contribured $100, Browne
gavo $50 to Ernst, and other employes con-
tribated various amounts.

1t appears that most of tho emploryes did
econtribute, though they could not remember
that they were solloited, but sald that there waa
& general understanding that the money was to
be contributed. I examined a dozen different
cmployes, and they all agrood that no coercion
was attempted. Several ¢f them aaid that they
hsd told Ernst and Browne that they could nog
contribute, and that they were at once told that
they need not, and they were never molested
for refuaing. Oharles Posegato was one of theso
men, algso Keyser and Ehrlich. Bome of the
Demoorats were not asked and dfd not contrib-
ute; others aid.

“Two of the Democrats, Frank Willls and
Robert Glenn, both of them hold-overs from tho
preceding Administration, contributed. Glenn
was o postal clerk in 1888, He then got a let-
ter from the Democratic Natioual Committee, .
a8 4id all other postal olerks he knew, asking
for gontributions, and contriduted accordingly.
When asked to contribute by the Republicans '
when the Republican Party w&s In power he -
contributed again; and in response to my ques-
tion a8 t0 why, if a Demoorat, he contributed to
the Republican Party, anawered that hethought
the desk owed 8o much t0 the party in power,
evidently taking this view in simplo good faith,

“ Ho meorely held the usual beliet whioh ob-
tains in most otices where the B8polls system
proevails, to the effect that the office 18 held, not
in trust for the people at large, but by tho
office holder as a beneficiary of the party in
power, which has & corresponding oall on his
services. It is amusing in view of this very
prevalent and goneral belief to hear spoils-mon-
gering politictans in Congress and elsewhere at-
temp? to Qlsoredit the merit system by pro-
claiming that 1t makes aman a political eunuoch.
The direot reverse is true. The apolls aysten,
which makes & man in office feel that he has got
t0 contribute to the party which does not rep-
resont his political views and heltefs, 18 emphat-

ically the system which produces political
eunuchs. -
*The Aszistant FPostmaster, Mr. Browne,

testitited perfeotly frankly as to his part in theo
affair. Mr. Albus having left the oftice, I could
not examing him. Mr. Browne said that he did
not know at the time anything abous the law,
and simply obeyed tha instruactions of hia chief.
Of course,lgnorance of the law cannot be plesded
as an entire excuse, and it is aquestion how far it
can ever be admitted as an axcuse atall. In this
case, however, 1t seems t0 me difficuls to draw
any distinction among the various parties who
wors guilty of violaung the law by making, re-
ceiving, or aoliciting contributions.

* Thae Postmaster, Mr. Ernst, was undoubted-
ly the man who should have been held respon-
s8ible, but he ig now dead. I am alwaye {n favor,
where the facts warrant it, of drawing a dis-
tinotion between .the man who ocoerces others
into contributing lllegally and those who thus
Qo ocontribute illegally. If Mr. Ernst were alive
we oould thua sharply distinguish between him
and all of his employes; but swong tho latter
it sBeems to me diffioult to discriminate, un-
less weo could indeed put Mr. Browne and Mr.
Albus on ons side as being rather more gulity
than the others, they having been tho agents of
the Postmaster, at least o some extent, in re-
g?iving and possibly in collecting the contribu-

ons.

**The papers ahould be submitted to the Attor-
ney Geuneral for whatever action he may deem
proper under the circumstances, and I suggest
that a copy of this report be also sent to the
Postmaster General for any aotion he may deem
proper to take in the premiseg.”’

.~

TELEGRAPHIO BREVITIES.

—Pater Galler, an inmata of the Hounage of Correc-
tion at Philadelphia, was acoldentally killed while
attempting to escapev yesteraay moruning. He had
knotted eight sheets together, and fastening one end
of the line to the window of a bathrooin attempted
to descend to the ground. The sheots parted anda he
fell forty-five fesr, breaking his ribs apd ruploring
interpal organs so that he died in a few minuntes. He
was only twenty-five yearsa old.

—Willlam A. Barker, a wealthy and aged citizen ol
Providence, R. I., was found on the track near East
Greenwloh yosterday, mutilated and dead. He was
laas seen At 6 o'cloock Thursday at Davisville, walk-
ing toward East Greenwich, and is sapposead to have
been run over b{ s trajin during the night. He was
unmarried, worth about $100,000, and eighty-thireeo
years of age

—The schooner Frank Leming of Philadelphi
from Lanesville for Philadelphia with a onygo o
atone, collided -with the sunken yaoht Alva at 4
o’clock yeaterday morning, knocking ont two oI the
Alva’'s masta. The schooner’'s salls, rigging, &o.,
were damaged. The Leming {8 not leaking, and will
proceed after making temporary repairs.

—Game Protector Willatt Kidd of Newburg has
sued the American Express Company and the Rowe
and Tremper Steamboat Line for carrying game aut
ol season, Thomas Ouddeback of Deer Park tor
keeping an eel rack in a atream Stooked with trout,
and J. Johnston of Gilman’s, Bullivan County, for
catohing srous in a trap.

~—Mrxs. ¥Frank J. Pomeroy, aged thirty-five years, o
well-known sooclety woman, daughter of Dy, J. Rich-
ards, & prominent physician and property owner
at Danbuary, Conn., was killed by a traln while
driving across the rallroad track near Bethel yéster-
day afternoon. Thoe darriage was smashed and the
horse killed.

—Among other bequests, the Will of Granville
Fuller of Brighton, Mass.,, contalns provigions of
2,000 eaoch for the American Board of Commli asion.
ers for Yorelgn Missions and o Massachusetts
Home Missionary Soclety.

—William Webster of Bethany, Conn., was sen-
teocad yesterday in the Suporior Court ast New-
Haven to two years in State prison lor assauluing
Mrs, Minnle kKemington, the wife of a profuinent

business man.

—John Lucy, an employee 0f tha American House
at Ba.n%or. Meo., was fatally burned yesterday. He
was gaing to the cellar and feil down stairs. Thé
lnalr:& lthnarried was broken and the flatne sas firg to

othes,

—John Hall, aged seventy, of Bojceville, N. Y.,
lost his balance on Thursday, while hanging op hisg
coat at the head of a pair of atairs, and Iell 10 the bot-
tom, breaking his neck.

—YWhile Charlos Schulke of CGreen Lake, near
Kingston, Ontario, was driving his shcep into his
yard during a atorm Thursday he was struok by
Hghtning and instantly killed.

—A heavy rain fell over Atchlson, Kan., Thursday
pight, and reports at Misaonri Paolfic headquarters
are that it was general throaghout the northern
par: of the State.

—Owing to the ‘break on the gixteen-mile level of
the Champlain Canal, no boats are bolng locked
through on the Waterfora lavel
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